Ida’s Quest – Student Activities


DAY 1

Themes  

Transport

Built heritage and conservation

TRANSPORT

SEE FOR YOURSELF

Ask the students to keep a lookout for old buildings and other historic sites along the Great Western Highway when they next travel to Sydney.  One place they might like to visit is the Woodford Academy, a National Trust Property at Woodford.  The Academy buildings are the oldest group of buildings in the Blue Mountains.  Most of the building dates from the 1880s, but part of it is an inn built by Thomas Pembroke in the 1830s.  Grandfather Lee may have stayed in this inn on his trips to and from Sydney.

If students visit the Zig Zag Railway near Lithgow they can learn more about the challenge of crossing the mountains.  They may also be able to see an old steam locomotive in action.  A coal-burning steam locomotive would have pulled the train that brought Ida to Bathurst in 1901.

ACTIVITY

Students write a short story describing how they would get to school in 1901 when there were no cars or buses.

· How would they travel? Who would come with them? 

· How long would it take?

· Which way would they go? 

Students draw a map of the route from their house to their school in 1901 – remember some streets would not exist.

If the school or the students house is new and did not exist in 1901, find two buildings that did, and describe the journey from one to the other.  These buildings could be churches, graveyards, older houses or shops, as long as they involve a distance of no less than 3km so that the journey covers enough ground to make it interesting. 

Do a timeline with dates of the different kinds of transport from pre-colonial times to the present day.

BUILT HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION

SEE FOR YOURSELF

Take a walk down Keppel Street

Students take the 1901 picture of Keppel Street to see what has gone and what remains.

Some buildings on the street are still serving their original purpose.  Tattersall's hotel is still a hotel, for example.  Other businesses have changed but their buildings are still there for us to enjoy.  St Vincent de Paul's, for example, was once a butcher shop.

Sadly though, we have lost some important heritage buildings on Keppel Street.  The Baptist Church is gone.  Dr Hurst's fine mansion has been demolished and its place taken by a row of small businesses in a building called the Braemar, the name given to Dr Hurst's mansion by a later owner. 

CLASS DISCUSSION

Why is heritage important?

Ask the class:

· How do you decide what to keep?

· Whose responsibility is it? 

· Why is preserving our past important? 

· What would Bathurst be like without Machattie Park? Can you think of other important buildings?

PROJECT

What is your schools heritage?

Mrs Newton’s School, Wyoming Lodge had an interesting past - what story can your school tell?

As a class or in small groups, investigate the history of your school and make a display or write a magazine article with images.

Project steps

Finding evidence

What was the land used for before it was your school? 

Was it always a school? If not what was it? How old is your school?

Assign the students different research tasks. Encourage them to:

· Find photographs of your school from the past and compare them with today

· Use the school archives.

· Talk to the local historical society or local history section of local library to find out more answers.

Use Oral History

Do a search for a past student of over 10 years ago and interview them about their memories about the school. 

· Brainstorm with the class the kind of questions you would like to ask.

· Find a teacher or past Principal who has left the school and interview them about their experience of the school at the time. How different are their stories?

· Put all of this information together for a display or article in your school newspaper.

Extend this process to a neighbourhood investigation

· How has the local school neighbourhood developed over time? 

· What can the area around the school tell us? 

Use a map of the local area to choose the block/street that you want to study. 

As a class activity go and photograph and draw the different houses and buildings you see. These may include shops, factories or houses.  

· In the classroom compare the images and discuss differences in the streetscape. Which buildings/parts of the suburb are the oldest, which are the newest? 

· How can you tell?  

Students describe the buildings – look at architectural styles and features such as the colour of bricks, double/single storeys, chimneys, carriage ways, fences and doorways –

· Which houses have a name? 

· Why do houses have names?

ONLINE RESEARCH  

Finding out more about conservation and heritage organisations

Different organisations look after and protect heritage sites in Australia. The National Trust of Australia (NSW) www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au has 21 properties in NSW, these include nature sanctuaries, historic houses like Miss Traill’s House as well as country homesteads

The Trust helps to conserve these heritage sites and provide opportunities for the public to visit them. The Trust is also interested in preserving important historic sites such as old buildings, monuments and cemeteries.  Historic towns such as the villages of Rockley and Carcoar which are not far from Bathurst, have been included in the National Trust's list of places which they want kept for everyone to enjoy - have you ever visited these historic villages?  The National Trust is also interested in preserving the natural environment such as Aboriginal sacred sites, public parks and bushland.

The Trust is a The National Trust is a community organisation and relies on funds from membership and government grants. If you want to find out more about the National Trust including membership,go to: www.nsw.nationaltrust.org.au    

Government organisations that are also involved in the conservation and presentation of Australia’s heritage include the NSW Heritage Office www.heritage.nsw.gov.au and the Historic  Houses Trust  www.hht.nsw.gov.au 

Information on your local area can also be found through Bathurst City Council and the Bathurst Historical Society and Museum.

DAY 2

Theme

Bathurst’s pastoral heritage

BATHURST’S PASTORAL HERITAGE

PROJECT

Research and write a story on the pastoral history of the local school area

Project Steps

Map Research

Find a local map of your area. You may like to use the same one used from Day 1 Activities on transport for the local school area.

See if students can identify any old stock routes and stock reserves. Look for wide roads and picnic grounds.  Do some of the roads follow these routes? Are there any older residents who you can interview to find out where these may be? Are there any pastoral properties in the area – where are they?

Do a profile of a large pastoral property

Leeholme at Kelso was a large pastoral property which is now reduced in size and no longer part of the pastoral industry. 

· Are there any pastoral properties in Bathurst today? 

· How do these properties operate – how are they different to Leeholme in 1901?

Approach an owner or worker from one of these properties and ask the class to interview them about their life today. 

· What sort of animals do they have?

· How do they transport them?

· How many people are employed 

Ask the guest speaker to bring in objects and images from their property to help talk about it.

Photograph the guest.

Write a story

Use the information from the story of Ida’s Quest and the historical information in the link pages on Leeholme and droving trips and contrast this with what the information from the pastoral worker and the map research.

DAY 3

Themes

Wiradjuri heritage

Oral traditions

Early history of the Bathurst district

ABORIGINAL HERITAGE

Story Link

Jenny and Ida both view the landscape around them very differently because they have different backgrounds and different learning. They also have different ways of thinking about history – this is called a different perspective. For instance the Wiradjuri people experienced the Bathurst area and its’ development differently to Ida’s ancestors. 

GUEST SPEAKER

Find out more about Wiradjuri heritage, invite an Aboriginal guest to the school

Invite an Aboriginal member of the community to talk to your school about how they view the history of the Bathurst area and the land around it. As a class, work out the different questions you want to ask this person.

SEE FOR YOURSELF

Find out more about the Wiradjuri landscape and cultural traditions and do a Discovery tour with an Aboriginal ranger in a local National Park.

Visit the Bathurst and District Historical Museum

East Wing, Bathurst Courthouse, Russell Street.

There are many objects from the museum like the mysterious nulla nulla that Ida finds in her family’s house. Visit the museum and ask the students to identify the Wiradjuri objects. 

· How did these objects came to be here?
· What other non-Aboriginal objects are around these Aboriginal objects – does the exhibit make sense? 

· How are the Aboriginal objects identified, what is missing?

· What other stories do the exhibits and images tell about Bathurst? Look for themes covered in Ida’s Quest such as goldmining, pastoralism, and Federation

Investigate what is happening in Bathurst during NAIDOC Week (National Aboriginal and Islander Day of Commemoration) in July and see how your school can participate.

ON-LINE RESEARCH

The following web sites offer useful information on Aboriginal Heritage and Culture:

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Page

http://cf.vicnet.au/aboriginal/default.cfm
National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Education Website (NATSIEW)

www.natsiew.nexus.edu.au
National Museum of Australia (Indigenous Australians exhibition and First Australians permanent exhibition)

www.nma.gov.au
Apology Australia. Reconciliation Events Calendar

www.apology.west.net.au/eventnsw.html
ORAL HISTORY

Story link

In the story of Ida’s Quest Jenny talks about how her Auntie Jenny has taught her about healing plants and about the story of Windradyne. Ida knows that her family was among the first settlers in Bathurst. They know this information because it has been passed down through their families.
Students talk to their family

To start students in pairs tell each other a story about something they know about an event or person in their family history. Encourage the students to find out more by asking an older member of their family, a grandparent, great grandparent or parent to tell them about a special story of an event that happened in their family history and why this story is important. Students then share this story to the rest of the class in ‘Show & Tell’.

This activity can be built on by the end of the story when students can present this story using artefacts and images.

EARLY HISTORY OF BATHURST DISTRICT

TIMELINE

Print out the timeline worksheet
Students arrange objects and places from Ida’s Quest in chronological order and cut and paste them on the time line. 

Answer

	Time Period
	Object/place

	Pre- colonisation
	Healing plants

Nullah nullah



	First settlers to Bathurst
	Land along the Macquarie River



	Development of the pastoral properties


	Stockwhip



	Early township
	Holy Trinity Church



	Goldrush
	Chinese hat 

Gold pan




DAY 4

Themes

Bathurst and Federation

Aging

BATHURST AND FEDERATION

CLASS DISCUSSION

Story link

Dr Machattie was discussing Bathurst becoming the Capital of Australia with Grandfather George. As a class discussion, put together ideas about the City of Bathurst as a regional centre and list the special features that Bathurst has that make it an important regional centre.

Find out about local government plans and ideas for the area by inviting local members and community leaders to talk at the school or visit the council chambers.

ONLINE RESEARCH

Ida’s Quest paints a picture of Bathurst and the district at the time of Federation in 1901. To find out more about Federation there are different websites with plenty of useful information.

Centenary of Federation Homepage

www.centenary.gov.au
Centenary of Federation PlayKit – an online teaching resource

www.historysmilths.com.au/CentFedPlayKit/whatis.htm
Federation and Centenary Celebrations

www.curriculum.edu.au/democracy/connect/classact/fedceleb.htm
Australia's Parliamentary System
Ida's Quest refers to the beginnings of Australia's Parliamentary system. There is an excellent website that provides resources and additional information for teachers to assist in class discussion or activities associated with Civics and Citizenship. For more information, visit www.parliament.nsw.gov.au and refer to the headings System of Government, For Schools and Past and Present. 

AGING

ART ACTIVITY

Story link

In the story, there is a portrait of Ida’s grandmother as a young girl, compare how she looked then to how she appeared as an old lady in the story. On the final day (Day 5) we encounter Miss Traill as an old woman with her family treasures. You may like to use the images of the 11 year old Miss Traill and the older Miss Traill as a discussion starter and save the activity for Day 5.

Use family portraits to think about aging.

Students look at family photographic albums to see how people change over time and observe the differences – they can do this at home or in the classroom.

As an art activity, print out four blank portrait heads [PDF file on site] for each student to get them to think about themselves, as they get older. 

Try to encourage the students to avoid just thinking just about wrinkles, encourage them to think about what happens to peoples characters, weight, hair, eyes, expression etc.

Use images of artists self portraits over time to prepare the students for example Rembrant’s images of himself over 50 years or Van Gogh’s self portraits For their own artwork they may like to draw themselves as they imagine they will be in old age. 

Also show them paintings or photographs of people at different ages from magazines as a reference to help recognise different features associated with age, personality and character.

DAY 5

Themes

Family heritage

FAMILY HERITAGE

Story link

Ida Traill was able to learn more about her family by talking to her grandparents and visiting places that were special to her family such as the graveyard at Holy Trinity Church, Woolstone and Leeholme. Ida also knew that places and special objects can be used to tell the family history.

Here are two activities that can build on work already done in previous days.

Make your own family tree

Print and hand out copies of Miss Traill’s family tree. 

Go through the format of Miss Traill’s family tree – you can see that the reason Miss Traill ended up with all of the treasures was because she was the last one to survive. A lot of her aunts and uncles either never married or had no children. The tree is easy to follow. 

Use Miss Traills family tree as a model to trace the children’s relatives to their grandparents or great grandparents. They can illustrate this tree by pasting on photographic images or drawing them.  

Final Presentation

The students use their completed family tree combined with some of the family stories they collected for Day 3 to find 5 things (objects, photographs, names of places) from home that they can use to tell the story of their family. 

Over different lessons the students can present these stories with the props and family tree to the class.

Reflection and class discussion

What have they discovered through Ida’s Quest? 

Lead a discussion based around the value of family histories, of fitting personal history into local history and broader history.

· Do they think that they will be able to pass on the knowledge of their family and district to their children or to others?

· Why is this important?

· How do you find out more? 

Ask the students to recount some of the ways they have found information during the activities for Ida’s Quest eg. (school archives, library, websites, community members and organisations such as the museum and local council, maps, and family members). They have also been able to present and interpret this information to others through their group work and projects. 
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